
About the University…

Creighton University is Nebraska’s nationally recognized Jesuit

comprehensive university.  Founded in 1878, Creighton enrolls more

than 6,000 students from throughout the United States and several

foreign countries.  Creighton offers degrees form the College of Arts

and Sciences, the College of Business Administration, The School of

Nursing and the professional schools of Medicine, Dentistry, Law,

Pharmacy, and Allied Health Professions in addition to the Graduate

School and University College.

Creighton’s award winning faculty members are committed to

students.  Class sizes are small and the campus is extensively wired for

computer connections.  Creighton’s main campus is within walking

distance of downtown Omaha.  The mission of Creighton University is

to educate the whole person – mind, body, and spirit – providing a

serious learning environment in a warm, friendly campus community.

Want to know more?  Visit us on the web at http://www.creighton.edu/

About the Department…

Creighton’s Department of Chemistry is one of the top

producers of ACS-certified Bachelor of Science graduates in the nation.

For the 2001-2002 academic year, Creighton ranked as sixth-highest

producer of certified chemists for predominately undergraduate

departments and ninth overall in B.S. chemistry degrees awarded.  We

have 14 full time faculty and graduate between 25 and 45 majors per

year, with an average enrollment of 70 in majors’ programs.  Nearly all

chemistry majors participate in research, either with our own faculty or

in summer programs at other universities.  We have modern

instrumentation in the teaching laboratories, including a 300 MHz

NMR, two GC/MS instruments, and several GC’s, AA’s, IR’s, and UV-

Vis spectrophotometers.  Additionally, we have a computer laboratory

equipped with both Macintosh and PC’s for the use of our majors.  We

provide a warm, open environment so that our students feel comfortable

coming to professors whenever they need help or just want to chat.

Want to know more?  Visit us on the web at http://chemistry.creighton.edu/
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1. Also Sprach Zarathustra  (R. Strauss)

Ghost crystals lead to a sigh of our future.

Performers: Valerie Williams and Suzi Barton

2. Hustle  (Van McCoy)

Watch the water or you’ll be hustled!

Performers: Megan Bowman and Annie Kouri

3. A Whole New World  (Brad Kane and Lea Salonga)

Romance is catalyzed by the chemistry of a genie.

Performers:  Briggs Strelow and Sehr Haroon

4. I Can’t Turn You Loose  (The Blues Brothers)

Color their mission blue.

Performers: Michael Wentzel and Andy Gard

5. Mission Impossible  (Larry Mullen and Adam Clayton)

Intrigue with the mystery of the “floating” bubbles.

Performers: Amanda Chalker and Gina Miller

6. Pink Panther Theme  (Henry Mancini)

The supersleuth leaves his color wherever he goes.

Performer: Jon Schubert

7. The Entertainer  (Scott Joplin)

Our entertaining answer to the question “How do you know it

happens if you can’t see it?”

Performer: Marcel Fallet

8. Shake It Up  (The Cars)

Would you like a methanol shake with that?

Performers: Mary Adams and Kristin Houser

9. Ghostbusters (Ray Parker, Jr.)

Watch out or you’ll get slimed!

Performers: David Moody, Marcel Fallet, and Rohesh Fernando

10. You Can Do Magic  (America)

There’s no limit to what you can do with the right reagents.

Performer: Janel Michels

11. Dancing in the Dark  (Bruce Springsteen)

Their love will spark a fire in the dark.

Performers: Jim Ramig and Mary Hagan (Valerie Williams and

Annie Kouri)

12. Heat Wave  (Martha and the Vandellas)

A combustion that’s so hot it’s cool!

Performers:  David Moody, Rohesh Fernando, and Evan Kimura

13. Ice Ice Baby  (Vanilla Ice)

The title says it all.

Performers: Dan Kalin, Kim Phan, Michelle Schoonover, and Jen

Rutkowski

14. Rocket Man  (Elton John)

Blast off with our hero.

Performer: Trenton Pruden

15. Black Magic Woman  (Carlos Santana)

This bewitching illusion is black and white.

Performer: Shennen Floy

16. Heard it Through the Grapevine (The California Raisins)

It takes more than California sun to get raisins to dance.

Performers: Evan Kimura, Trenton Pruden, Adam Cleveland,

Michael Mao, Richard Gonzalez, and Tom McCarthy

17. Rainbow Connection  (Kermit the Frog)

Somewhere over the rainbow are indications of chemical

dreams.

Performer: Melissa Plog/Nicole Engels

18. Pop Goes the Weasel  (Walt Disney Records)

Some combustions are louder than others.

Performers: Kate Germer and Tom McCarthy, Elizabeth Sterner

and Courtney Boots, Brittany Armor and Nick Mancuso

19. 1812 Overture  (Tchaikovsky)

Music you’ve heard, but perhaps not seen.

Performers: Michael Mao, Briggs Strelow, and Adam Cleveland



Richard Gonzalez is a senior from Omaha.  When he’s not practicing with the

tennis team, he spends his time hanging out in the majors room drinking Dr. Pepper and

reading Garfield comic books in preparation for attending medical school next year.

Mary Hagan is another chemistry major from Wichita, KS.  She fondly remembers

her close encounter of the sixth kind with sulfuric acid.  Some day she may end up in

medical school or better yet move to the Arctic with Andy Gard.

Sehr Haroon is a junior chemistry major who lists Karachi, Pakistan as her home

town.  However we all know that she lives in the majors room!  She is known as “Buffer

the Vampire Slayer.”  Medical school is in the future for this princess.

Kristin Houser  Kristin “the Dancer” Houser – loves to dance or should we

say to “shake it up.”  Some day she hopes to get physical as a physical therapist.

Dan Kalin is back at Creighton from spending this past summer studying in Ireland.

As a junior chemistry major, he fondly remembers all the time he spent as a freshman in

the tutor room.  After great reflection he has figured out that he didn’t like 4
th

 grade

handwriting class or organic chemistry, but likes working out and biochemistry.

Evan Kimura hails from Kealakekua, HI.  He likes to eat a lot (because he doesn’t

gain weight) and having a good time with the rest of the seniors.  After graduation he plans

on attending medical school.

Annie Kouri  Annie “I’m great in chem lab” Kouri – has the secret desire to

become a Dallas Cowboy cheerleader.  Instead she’ll end up as a chemistry major and

go on to medical school.

Nick Mancuso is a sophomore from Omaha.  He spends his free time eating and

celebrating that the Red Sox won the pennant.  He plans some day to become a physician.

Michael Mao Michael “you talking to me” Mao – hailing from Omaha, Nebraska

Mike enjoys chemistry, medicine, the sweet sensation of dichloromethane, and Mountain

Dew.  One day he hopes of to become the first doctor to specialize in both geriatrics and

pyrotechnics.

Tom McCarthy is senior from Chicago.  When he’s not making fun of Wentzel,

he’s playing on the tennis team.  When he graduates, he plans on becoming a physician or

“fry guy” at McDonalds, whichever pays more.

Janel Michels  Janel “Chemistry + communications major = ???” – Janel enjoys

the food channel, travel, and summer.  Janel plans to become heiress to the Creighton

Musichemical Empire where she will use her right wing views to take the show to

Washington and perform for then President Jeb Bush.

Gina Miller is a sophomore from Stigler, OK.  She enjoys living in tornado alley

and playing with her pet calf, Booger.  Next year she will bubble on in as a chemistry

major.

David Moody All the way from Kansas City, David finds himself in the best

mood when he’s outdoors kayaking, cooking, and hiking.  He is rumored to be a

David Duchovney look alike—decide for your self.  He someday would like to settle

down and be a professional researcher.
Kim Phan is a senior who was born in Vietnam but grew up in Omaha.  Kim just

likes to hang out with friends and take in a movie. Some day she’ll actually finish her

application to dental school.

Melissa Plog Melissa’s allegedly been voted one of the hottest majors in the

department.   Originally from Burnsville, MN, don’t let her cute looks trick you, because

deep down, Melissa is one of Creighton University’s very intense softball pitchers.

When she’s not striking batters out, Melissa enjoys explaining why her right bicep is

larger than her left.  She someday plans to be a pediatrician.
Trenton Pruden  Trenton “ the Rocket” Pruden – plans on pursuing a Ph.D in

chemistry.  He enjoys eating so much that he once ate a Quizno toasted sub napkin and

all.  He is known to rival Legolas with a long bow.

Jim Ramig is a junior chemistry major from Orland Park, IL who possesses unique

talents:  1. he can bend wet noodles with his bare hands; 2. he can leap over small

bushes with a single bound; and 3. he is faster than a slow moving freight train.  He’s

one hot guy!

Jen Rutkowski is a senior from Honolulu, HI.  With the last name of

Rutkowski, who would ever guess that she is the great-great-great granddaughter of

King Kamehameha the Great!  Next year she plans on attending graduate school in

chemical engineering.

Michelle Schoonover is a senior from Lee’s Summit, MO.  She loves being

involved in intramural sports and reading.  Her next favorite Disney Character after

Aladdin is Heisenberg, but we’re a little uncertain about that.  Upon graduation she

plans on getting a Ph.D. in biochemistry we’re not uncertain about that but we don’t

know where she’ll go.

Jon Schubert Jon is currently trying to make his way through the chemistry

major on the long road to become a dentist.  His love of chemistry is deep, falling in

love with sulfuric acid which he claims to be first in his heart, much better than that silly

phosphoric acid.

Elizabeth Sterner is a sophomore from Stillwater, MN.  Her two greatest

passions in life are raising chickens and chemistry lab.  How they go together we will

never know.  Her other interests include jewelry making and “book” making.

Kylie Steuben is thetechnical expert for the show.  If you want to meet her, just

go to the tutor room .  There she spends countless hours helping the “needy” general and

organic chemistry students.

Briggs Strelow Briggs “I spell me name Briggz on my license plate” Strelow

– This man wants it all with med school, a wife, kids, and to one day replace the

Creighton library with the Briggs Strelow Memorial European Car Collection.  Lofty

ambitions for a man on a magic carpet ride stuck in 1812 popping his balloons.

Jill Tyner is a junior from Kansas City.  She’s our behind-the-scenes person in the

show.  Because you won’t see her she would like everyone to know that she can’t wink

her right eye.

Michael Wentzel Michael “DEET it up” Wentzel – Mike is on a mission from

God.  He plans to go to graduate school and continue is never ending struggle with his

HPLC.  With his superior balance due to his eleventh toe nicknamed “Little J” Mike will

enchant us all and someday save the world…..just like Elwood Blue.  In his off time,

Mike plays intramural sports, along with hat and mini-flag collecting……just like

Elwood.



Valerie Williams  Valerie “I survived Honors General Chemistry “ Williams –

will unfortunately forgo her desire to be a chemistry major to become a pharmacist.

When she’s not eating Mike and Ikes, she’s admiring those blobs of ink that get stuck to

your pen when you write.

The Creighton Chemistry Players:

(The Faculty)
DR. GARY M ICHELS (FACULTY DIRECTOR AND PRODUCER) The father of

the Creighton Chemistry Show, Dr. Michels role is behind the scenes where he structures

the show from the ground up.  Trained in the black arts of physical chemistry, Dr. Michels

has taught almost every performer.  His only problem is constantly wondering what is in

all of those beakers.

Jiro Fujita (technical director)  Jiro hails from Kanazawa, Japan

where he enjoys hitting the slopes for some down hill skiing.  Like every great musical

presentation the technical requirements for this Musichemical manifestation are

numerous.  Jiro has digitized the show music, produced DVD’s for the show, and has

determined how to project the show so all can see the details.

About the Show…

A Melodious Musichemical Manifestation was first performed for

Creighton’s Chemistry Field Day in 1995.  Since then, there have been 34

performances.  Shows are performed twice a year at Creighton.  There are

two performances the first week in November to celebrate National

Chemistry Week and one performance in April for Chemistry Field Day. It

was the inspiration and enthusiasm of Dr. Michels and two students, Kiran

Kuna and Derek Woodrum, who brought this demonstration program to

Creighton.  The performance has evolved considerably throughout its

history, going from three performers in white lab coats to thirty-six

performers mostly in costume.  Throughout its 9-year history there have

been over 127 different student performers.  Six Creighton Chemistry

faculty members have contributed to the show.  Most notable is Dr. Kelly

Sullivan whose experience with theater enabled the show to reach levels it

could never have achieved without her direction.  Our primary goal is to

entertain you with the joy of chemistry in a unique way.  The show also

brings our faculty and students together to share our “talents” with the

community.  The show serves many functions.  Our primary goal is to

entertain you with the joy of chemistry in a unique way.  The show also

brings our faculty and students together to share our “talents” with the

community.

The Creighton Chemistry Players:

(The Students)
Mary Adams  is a junior and is the pride of Peoria, IL.  When she’s not immersed

in TV, Mary plays with chemistry models and admires her favorite acid, phosphoric acid.

She loves to rock out to 80’s music while trying to drive a stick shift…one of her many

goals in life.  Mary plans to soon drive her manual transmission to a medical school near

you.

Brittany Armor  is a sophomore from Omaha.  She dislikes smoking.  That’s

why she plans on becoming a pharmacist so that she can better market nicotine patches.

Suzi Barton Suzi “Le Chatelier” Barton is a junior from Wichita, KS.  Just like

her twin, Courtney, she has a passion for equilibrium.  In fact she’s still trying to figure

out which way to shift because of the stess of Physics.  Some day she will again reach

equilibrium and attend graduate school.

Courtney Boots  Courtney is a sophomore and the younger of the Le Chatelier

twins.  He shifts from right to left depending on which political rally he attends.

Megan Bowman  Megan “the Chem Goddess” Bowman is a sophomore from

Iowa.  Some day she will be a dentist but her secret desire is to start her own wart

removal service using her favorite liquid, nitrogen.

Amanda Chalker is a sophomore from “There’s No Place Like Home,” Meade,

KS.  She intends to spend the rest of her life pushing pills ----- as a pharmacist with her

imaginary friend Steve.

Adam Cleveland  is a junior and a native of Pheonix, AZ.  For him chemistry is

a blast!  That’s what he’ll do for you at the end of the show -- send you out with a blast.

Nicole Engels is a sophomore from Pheonix, AZ.  She trekked the Alps last

summer to get in shape for coming back to Omaha this fall and to perform in the show.

Marcel fallet  Marcel “the cannibal” Fallet – A self-proclaimed gaming fanatic

and champion of perchloric acid, Marcel thinks of himself as some sort of techno junkie.

While he lives in Columbus, Nebraska he dislikes country music and dislikes edible

internal organs.  While nobody really knows what that means maybe we should let this

Gilgamesh crazed junior do what he does best….Entertain.

Rohesh Fernando is a displaced Colorado native.  As a junior chem major he

is often found playing with his model kit.  He has a propensity for daydreaming and

looking at ingredients on commercial products.  When he’s not dreaming about his

favorite molecule, histidine, he’s dreaming about his future as a physician.

Shennon Floy is a senior from Thornton, Iowa.  Shennen is a resident advisor,

co-president of the chem club, chemistry and biology teaching assistant, chemistry tutor,

a member of the honors program, double major in chemistry and biology, and a big fan of

Michael Mao.  To have this much energy she must really be a Black Magic Woman.

Andy Gard  is a senior from Lincoln, NE who will get a double major in chemistry

and physics.  He spends most of his time in instrumental analysis watching the

“stripping” anode.  He will attend medical school after graduation.

Kate Germer is a junior who came to Creighton all the way from Lincoln, NE.

She enjoys running—especially around lab benches.  She is the only chemistry major

known to have (or admits to having) double jointed shoulders.


